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Department of
Veterans Affairs Memorandum
SEP 2 8 2012

. Deputy Assistant Secretary for Acquisition and Logistics (003A)
: Increasing VA Use of AbilityOne Mandatory Procurement List Products (VAIQ 7280023)

: Heads of Contracting Activities

1. The purpose of this memorandum is to assist Department of Veterans Affairs (VA)
facilities in improving the Department’s overall compliance and procurement of mandatory
AbilityOne Procurement List items.

2. The AbilityOne Program, a program created by Congress and managed by The U.S.
AbilityOne Commission, is designed to aid in the employment of individuals who are blind
or have other significant disabilities. The Committee for Purchase From People Who Are
Blind or Severely Disabled determines which products and services are suitable for
placement on its Procurement List.

3. The Procurement List identifies items which are designated for mandatory use by VA
and other Federal agencies. Please note, not all AbilityOne available products and
services are placed on the mandatory Procurement List.

4. In order to facilitate ordering of the mandatory Procurement List items, VA’s Office of
Acquisition and Logistics (OAL) has established basic ordering agreements (BOAs) to help
identify and aggregate orders for the mandatory items.

5. Unfortunately, the Department's overall performance in procuring the mandatory
AbilityOne items is weak. Therefore, in order for VA to increase its usage, | am providing
lists of current AbilityOne Program mandatory BOAs, and | strongly encourage all VA
facilities to take the following actions to ensure compliance:

a. Review the attached medical supply BOA listing and add all mandatory items to
your facility’s medical/surgical prime vendor (MSPV) distributor's Core List, when and
where appropriate. Ensure the AbilityOne mandatory items are coded as a higher priority,
when placing orders with your MSPVs.

b. Review the attached non-medical supply BOA listing and ensure the AbilityOne
mandatory items are given a higher priority, when placing orders for these types of items.
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c. Visit www.abilityone.gov to review and confirm whether a product or service is on
the Procurement List, before going to other sources.

d. Attend AbilityOne training seminars on how to navigate the Procurement List. Visit
www.abilityone.gov to identify web or face-to-face training opportunities in your area.

6. To ensure compliance and adherence to policy concerning AbilityOne mandatory
Procurement List items, OAL’s Office of Procurement Policy, Systems, and Oversight will
be performing a review of each VA Facility’s Core Lists and procurement actions.

Attachments

VA Form
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